
by Tommy Kortman with Joe Vattilana

It’s fall, and the days are getting shorter. That 
means it’s getting dark outside sooner, and stay-
ing that way longer; the perfect time of year for our 
October theme, “Pitch-Black”.

I had originally intended to try and steer this theme 
toward not only the color black, but also toward the as-
sociation with Halloween and the macabre time of year that 
it celebrates, but thanks to the wonderful imagination and 
outside the box thinking of our club members, this month’s 
winner played upon the name, Black, instead of the color 
itself. Am I for one am so glad that he did. Last month’s 
theme winner was our very own “Keeper of the Keys”, Joe 
Vattilana, with his wonderful “Black Watch” piper figure. 
Incidentally, this is Joe’s first win in the theme contest. I 
hear the he is already experiencing anxiety over what his 
plaque might look like.
Thankfully Joe is as good with a keyboard as he is with 

a paint brush, or a calculator for that matter. Before I turn 
it over to Joe, I just wanted to add a little bit of history 

about the “Black Watch”
Scotland’s Black Watch is an elite military regiment 

whose history stretches back almost three centuries.
The Black Watch was raised in an unique way. In the 

wake of the 1715 Jacobite rebellion companies of trustwor-
thy Highlanders were raised from loyal clans, Campbells, 
Grants, Frasers, 
Munros. 
Six companies 

were formed 
from 1725 and 
stationed in small 
detachments 
across the High-
lands to prevent fighting between the clans, deter raiding 
and assist in enforcing the laws against the carrying of 
weapons.
In 1739 King George II authorized the raising of four 

additional companies and these all to be formed into a 
Regiment of the Line of the regular army with the Earl of 
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November is here and Turkey 
Day (Thanksgiving for those of us 

who don’t habla) is a few weeks away. 
First off, I would like to thank Greg 
Hogg for getting me back into model 
building. I had forgotten how relaxing 
it is to build a model. On Saturday 
October 19th my wife and I went to 
Poughkeepsie ny for the Hudson Valley 
Miniature Guild’s annual contest. Please 
see the article I wrote elsewhere in this 
month’s newsletter. (Our esteemed and 
humble leader has failed to mention that 
his 1950 Olds, “OldsCool” was selected 
to be photographed. Way to go Uncle 
Bobby!)
 at last month’s meeting, We 

discussed having a club build project 
for next year. It was  decided on using 
the 1950’s as the theme. This build will 
be due in time for our 2014 December 
meeting and Favorite Five contest. 
Tommy will have more details on this 
build. I hope to see a lot of interesting 
models next year.
 December meeting reminder: We 

will be have our annual Christmas Party 
and Fave Five contest. Please bring your 
favorite snacks to share with everyone.  
Also please bring your family along for 
some fantastic models, good food, and a 
GREAT time!
Now here’s Tommy with the rest 

of the story.

Thank you so much Uncle 
Bobby and Congratulations on 

having your model photographed. That 
Olds definitely deserves it. And may 
I say that the Chevelle wagon you are 
currently working on is probably one 
of your best builds so far. It is really 
looking great.
Well boys and girls just like the 

Boss said, this is november, and that 
means it’s time for our first theme 
contest requiring 2 models. “Adversar-
ies”. Folks, just about the only require-
ment I can really see for this theme is 
that along with needing 2 models to 
compete, those models must have some 
sort of adversarial role with one anoth-
er. (ie… Union vs Confederate soldiers, 
Ford vs Chevy, Sabres vs Migs…etc)
I hope to see a lot of models on 

the table this month. november also 
means that iti s time to reveal next 
years themes. So without further ado…
Jan: “you’re an animal” (animal 

names)
Feb: “Stone Cold” (subjects with a 

winter or snow theme)
Mar: “Going Green” (green in 

color)
apr: “Big hair and parachute 

pants-Back to the 80’s”
May: Nostalgic (the kit must be over 

25 years old – straight re-issues ok too)
Jun: NoNe G-S-B contest
Jul: JapaN
aug: “end of Summer” (The last of 

any series)
Sep: alternate reality (Take a 

std. subject, and modify it some way. 
ie. color, markings, physical modififca-
tions…etc)
oct: “let’s go out to the lobby” 

(TV and Movie subjects)
Nov: Team Mates: (yup, another 2 

model event)
oK folks, that’s it for now. See 

you soon! n

  Presidents’ Corner by Bob Doebley & Tommy Kortman

upcoming 
events:
Nov 9
lIarS Model Car Challenge 
2013: Theme – “Box art 
Builds”
Freeport Rec Center: 130 E. 
Merrick Rd. Freeport ny. 11520
http://www.liarsmodelcarbuilders.
com

hello Fellow Styrene Junkies! Monthly 
Theme 
Contests 2013
Every month we will have an open 
contest for the monthly themes. 
Members will vote for the best Theme 
model of the month.  A personalized 
award plaque will be made by Mike 
napoleon and presented at the 
following meeting.

JaNuary Winner: Joe Volz

“In The Beginning”

FeBruary Winner: paul Kopczynski

“Winter Woolies”

MarCh  Winner: Joe Volz

“Alternative Power”

aprIl Winner: Vince Buonfiglio

“Heavyweights”

May  Winner: Charlie lockard

“Service With a Smile”

JuNe

Gold, Silver & Bronze Contest

July  Winner: rod rakos

“Groovy- That 60’s show”

auGuST  Winner: Mike Turco

“Life’s a Beach”

SepTeMBer  Winner: Nick Sandone

“Pushing the Envelope”

oCToBer  Winner: Joe Vattilana 

“Black Out”

NoVeMBer:     

“Adversaries” All entries       
must have 2 models!

DeCeMBer

Favorite Five contest



Rod Rakos: 1950 Chevy P’up Rat Rod - Bronze

Howard Rifkin: FB-111A - Bronze

Jason Rothgeb: Pennzoil Pontiac NASCAR - Bronze. Photo by 
Bob Doebley

Greg Hogg: ’69 Dodge Dart - Bronze

David Anderson: P-47D Thunderbolt - Bronze

Dennis Scheidemantle: Fly ‘n Carpet - Bronze

Gold, Silver, Bronze  Highlights Photos by Tommy Kortman except where noted



Rich Boyd: Panzer IV - Silver

Steve Marciante: “The Man Who Would Be King” - Silver. Photo 
by Bob Doebley

Dave Anderson: ’62 Pontiac Stock Car - Silver

Mike Turco: 1970 Buick GSX - Silver

Greg Hogg: 1950 Olds 88 - Silver

Mike Turco: 1940 Willys - Silver

Gold, Silver, Bronze  Highlights Photos by Tommy Kortman except where noted



Rich Boyd: P-400 Airacobra - Gold

Nick Sandone: 1957 Ford Custom Tudor - Gold

Steve Marciante: “Curse of the Werewolf” - Gold

Joe Volz: E-2C Hawkeye - Silver

Rich Boyd: “Left at the Front” - Gold

John Goschke: ’59 Corvette - Gold & Best of Show

Gold, Silver, Bronze  Highlights Photos by Tommy Kortman except where noted



2013 Theme Contest point Standings to Date

Monthly points are awarded as such: Each person who enters a model into the theme receives 1 pt. 1st place = 4+1, 2nd = 3+1, 3rd = 2+1

 Jan.  Feb.  Mar. April  May July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. Totals
Turco, Mike 4 4 4 3 2 4 5 3 3  32
Anderson, Dave 2 1 1 4 3 4 3 3 2  23
Rakos, Rod 3 3 1 3 1 5 2 4   22
Volz, Joe 5 2 5  3 2   1  18
Hogg, Greg 1  1 3 4 3  1 3  16
Kopczynski, Paul 1 5 2    4 2 1  15
Tomczak, Paul 1 2  4 1 4  2 1  15
Lockard, Charlie 1 3 1  5  3  1  14
Rifkin, Howard 1 1  2   1 4 4  13
Sandone, nick 1 2 1 2    5 1  12
Vattilana, Joe   1 2 1 2   5  11
Buonfiglio, Vince   3 5  1   1  10
Senner, Don 1  2  1 2 1 1   8
Ursino, Lou 3   2       5
Stark, John   4        4
Cicconi, Bob 1   3       4
Leonetti, Joe    3 1      4
Goschke, John 1   2       3
Haas, Butch    3       3
Scheidemantle, Dennis   2        2
Jones, Keith    2       2
Levy, Dennis 1          1
Marciante, Steve 1          1
Kortman, Tommy         1  1
Rothgeb, Jason         1  1
Swatch, Chris         1  1
Boyd, Rich         1  1
napoleon, Mike         1  1

Bronze:
•	 Rod Rakos: 1950 Chevy P’up Rat Rod
•	 Rod Rakos: 1953 Jeep Panel truck
•	 dave andeRson: P-47 Thunderbolt
•	 dave andeRson: Kenworth Texaco Tanker
•	 GReG HoGG: ’69 Dodge Dart
•	 HowaRd Rifkin: FB-111a
•	 HowaRd Rifkin: SR-71
•	 dennis scHeidemantle: Flying Carpet
•	 Jason RotHGeb: #30 Pennzoil Pontiac NASCAR

Silver:
•	 RicH boyd: Panzer IV
•	 mike tuRco: 1940 Ford Std. Coupe
•	 mike tuRco: 1970 Buick GSX
•	 mike tuRco: 1940 Willys Gasser
•	 GreG	HoGG:	1962 Corvette
•	 GreG	HoGG:	1950 Olds
•	 Steve	Marciante:	Bust, “The Man Who              

Would be King”
•	 dave andeRson: 1962 Junior Johnson              

Pontiac NASCAR
•	 Paul	toMczak:	Valentine MkIII tank

Gold:
•	 Joe	volz:	F-16c Viper
•	 Joe	volz:	E-2c Hawkeye
•	 RicH boyd: vignette, “Left at the Front” 
•	 RicH boyd:  P-400 Airacobra
•	 nick sandone: ’57 Ford Custom
•	 nick sandone: ’66 Pontiac GTO
•	 nick sandone: ’12 Lamborghini Aventador
•	 JoHn GoscHke: 1959 Corvette Custom
•	 cHaRlie lockaRd: Fairey Swordfish
•	 vince buonfiGlio: Shadow Box – “The Music        

of the Night”
•	 Steve	Marciante:	Bust – “Curse of the Werewolf”
•	 Paul	toMczak:	(2x) Bloch MB-152 and Ki-36 Ida

Best of Show:
•	 JoHn	GoScHke:	1959 Corvette Custom

Gold, Silver, Bronze  Contest Results



October Meeting Highlights Photos by Tommy Kortman

1949 Cadillac Sedanette, 1/25, by Greg Hogg

Muscle Cars, 1/25, by Butch Haas

Frankenstein & His Bride, 120mm, by Vince Buonfiglio

Consolidated PBY5A Catalina “Black Cat”, 1/48, 
by Charlie Lockard

Northrop P-61 Black Widow, 1/48, by Dave Anderson

John Goschke: ’59 Corvette - Gold & Best of Show



on Saturday october 19th my wife 
and I took a little trip up to Poughkeepsie, 
ny for the Hudson Valley Historical 
Miniature Guilds yearly show. I have been 
waiting to go to this show for a couple 

of years. I did not know what to expect at the show. I 
surprised my wife by bring a model to display. I took my 
’50 Olds to display. The Hall was small but there were 
about 300 models on display. I will say I was surprised at 
the variety of models on display. I have been to a couple 
of IPMS shows but this was smaller than them. I liked the 
intimacy of this show. It had a good turnout in all of the 
categories. My wife also enjoyed the show commenting 
on all details of the Sci-Fi, Airplanes, Ships, Automobile, 
Figures and Armor. They had a small vendor area that 
had a lot of models at reasonable prices. I met a lot of nice 
people at the show. One gentlemen, Gerr,y was at our table 
when we ate lunch. He had some great stories about West 
Point which is only 17 miles away. He also gave me some 
tips on what to do in the area. 

 after the show I planned on driving down to Sleepy 
Hallow on the way home  but I made a last minute decision 
and drove north on RT 9 to Hyde Park to visit FDR’s home. 
I was very impressed with our tour guide. He loved FDR 
but mentioned all the pros and cons about him. The tour 
of the house was very interesting. This seemed to be a 
humble house for such a very wealthy person. FDR did 
not flaunt his wealth – he just enjoyed life and was a great 
leader. FDR’s Presidential library was our first visit to a 
Presidential Library. Our guide told us that it had been 
closed for a few years and just reopened last June after 
a $35 million renovation. It has been updated with the 
latest electronic media. This money was well spent. The 
grounds were in full fall foliage colors. On the way home 
we went thru Sleepy Hallow but did not see the Headless 
Horseman. We had such a good time Trixie and I will be 
planning on going back next year but for a couple of days 
to enjoy the show and the area.
here is a link to the pictures: http://public.fotki.com/

BobD/hudson-valley/ n

Bob & Trixie Go to poughkeepsie for the...

Hudson Valley Historical 
Miniature Guild Show by Bob Doebley

There was a wide variety of models and 
miniature on display at the Hudson Valley 
Miniature Guild Show. See more of Bob’s photos at  
http://public.fotki.com/BobD/hudson-valley/



Crawford as the Colonel. The men were to be “natives of 
that country and none other to be taken”. 
The first muster of the new Regiment took place near 

Aberfeldy the following year and is commemorated by a 
monument in the form of a soldier dressed in the uniform 
of those days.
The original uniform was a twelve yard long plaid of 

the dark tartan which is now so well known as The Black 
Watch tartan. This was fastened around the body with a 
leather belt. The jacket and waistcoat were scarlet with 
buff facings and white lace and a blue bonnet was worn. 
The men were armed with a musket and bayonet, a broad-
sword and generally also a pistol and dirk (long dagger).
The title “The Black Watch” was derived from the dark 

color of the tartan and the original role of the Regiment to 
“watch” the Highlands. The name has remained and is now 
incorporated in the official name of the Regiment. 
Since its formation, The Black Watch has been in-

volved in most major world conflicts around the world up to 
and including Iraq until 2004.
Now that you have a little back story, here is Joe’s 

write-up explaining his winning piece. 

54 mm Black Watch piper: 1884 
by Joe Vattilana
Besides building models, one of my other hobbies 
since I was 18 is playing the bagpipes.  naturally, I would 
then be attracted to any model figures that are Scottish 
related.  The figure presented is actually a conversion of 
the Squadron 54 mm. Black Watch soldier, and the “libera-
tion” of the bagpipe stocks from a Valiant (I think)  54 mm.  
Ghurka Piper (the Ghurkas are the British regiment from 
nepal). The pipe stocks were well molded, so I decided to 
create a Black Watch piper.
The original figure had both arms down the side of the 

soldier.  To properly show the figure holding the pipes, I not 
only had to cut and re-form the arm at the elbow at 90 de-
grees, but also position the arm away from the body.  Since 
the piper was wearing a broadsword (still worn by the 
pipers at that time), I had to take that into consideration to 
make sure it looked convincing with the arm placement.
For those not familiar with them, bagpipes con-

sist of a bag (naturally), a blowpipe, a chanter that the 
tune is played on, one large bass drone, and two smaller 
tenor drones.  When playing, the three drones rest on the 
shoulder and the chanter is held vertically under the bag.  I 
decided on a “relaxed” look, and showed the piper simply 
holding the pipes (the way I do when I’m “relaxed”).  The 
bag was formed out of epoxy putty, which had to be molded 
between the body and arm.  The pipe stocks were posi-
tioned into the bag and adjusted for a natural look.  The 
actual drones are held together with a pipe cord, which I 
used red thread to represent this.

I used oils for the face (the most enjoyable/frustrat-
ing part), and Humbrol enamels for the rest of the figure.  
For those wondering why a “Black Watch” piper is wear-
ing a red kilt, “the (red) Royal Stewart tartan is the tar-
tan of the Royal House of Stewart, and is also the personal 
tartan of the Queen. Officially, the tartan is worn by the 
pipers of the Black Watch, Royal Scots Dragoon Guards, 
and the Scots Guards” (quoted from Wikipedia).  natural-
ly painting the tartan is the most challenging part.  First 
paint the kilt red, then a thin green stripes horizontally 
and vertically in checkerboard fashion, then a thin white 
stripe over the green stripes.  To represent the kilt folds 
in the back I thinned out some dark green and painted 
them in the folds.
The round base is simply a PVC pipe found in plumb-

ing stores.  I used this to fit a small wooden base.  I simply 
glued the base onto the pipe and painted the pipe black.  
Since this was to be representative of Egypt, the base was 
painted brown over some back yard grit and a couple of 
small stones.   In summary, a rather challenging build, but 
one that I should know is accurate!
 
Thanks for that very informative story, Joe. Once 

again, congratulations!
as I was writing this column, it occurred to me 

that, since this is Joe’s first theme win, I wanted to add a 
little background on Joe. The research proved confusing 
and illuminating. Joe’s history seems to be shrouded in 
mystery. As such, there are 2 versions of his modeling past 
that I discovered. I present them both here so that you can 
decide for yourself which is the truth.
Version 1: “I picked up scale model building in a USO 

club in Udorn, Thailand during the Vietnam War.  I was the 
back seater in F-105s, and once I started model building, 
I began collecting information on modern aircraft color 
schemes, especially the Migs that we encountered.    I kept 
asking the pilot to get closer to the Migs so I can note the 
color schemes, markings, etc., before they were shot down.  
needless to say after the 3rd mission I was re-assigned to a 
transport squadron out of Kansas City. . . . 
or . . . I was always interested in airplanes as a 

small kid, so naturally I built aircraft models.  I found out 
about IPMS when a friend told me about the northern 
Delaware Chapter IPMS when I was 14.  I became an IPMS 
member then and have been ever since.  I was also a mem-
ber of Civil Air Patrol and visited a number of air bases, and 
went to Sweden to tour their air force bases (really!).  nat-
urally my interest is modern aircraft and helicopters, with 
my recent challenge on scratch building aircraft.
 There you have it. I’ll let you decide. That’s it for 

now. Remember, you will need two models for the novem-
ber theme contest, “Adversaries”, and they must have some 
rivalry between the 2 pieces. See you in november. n

Winner’s Circle: Black Watch piper Continued from page 1



Support the
local hobby Shops
ThaT SupporT our CluB

MaIN lINe hoBBIeS
Plymouth Meeting Mall, Plymouth Meeting, PA
• Tel 610-834-1600
• 20% discount to DVSM members
• www.mainlinehobbies.com
• email: les@mainline hobbies.com
• Mon., Wed.-Sat.: 10 am - 9 pm  Sun.: 11am - 6pm
   Closed Tuesday
• Sat.: 10 am - 5 pm • Sun.: 12 pm - 4 pm

BNB hoBBy & TraIN DepoT
10 West Camden Ave., Moorestown, NJ 08057
• Ph: 856-235-9055 •Fax: 856-235-9255
Offers 15% discount to DVSM members
email: bnbhobby@msn.com
• Tue. -Wed.: 6-9 pm • Thu.-Fri.: 12-9 pm
•Sat.: 11 am-7 pm •Sun. 11 am-3 pm
•Trains, Models, Crafts, R ockets R.C., Puzzles, Paints

NeW CoNCepT III
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
676 Stokes Road, Medford, NJ 08055
•609-953-0404
•Open 7 days a Week, •M-F 11-8, Sat 10-6, Sun noon-4
•Have thousands of kits dating back to the 1970’s

D & K hoBBIeS
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
116 Barclay Shopping Center, (Route 70 West), Cherry 
Hill, NJ 08034.  
• (856) 795-9005 • www.dkhobbys.com
• RC, Model Kits, Trains, Crafts, Collectibles and more
• Mon.-Fri 11 am - 8:pm • Sat., 10 am - 5 pm • Sun, Noon - 
4 pm. • Closed Wednesday

hoBByMaSTerS, INC.
“New Jersey’s Most Complete Hobby Center”
62 White Street, Red Bank, New Jersey 07701
• Phone: 1-732-842-6020  • Fax: 1-732-747-3752
• Mon. - Thurs: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm • Friday, 10:00 am to 
8:00 pm • Saturday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm • Sunday, 12:00 
Noon to 5:00 pm
• Offers 10% discount to club members. (Show your club card)
Web: www.hobbymasters.com

Z & Z hoBBIeS, INC.
101 Sloan Avenue, Mercerville, New Jersey 08619
• Phone: (609) 586-2282 • Web: www. hobbiesnow.com
• Mon., Tues., Thurs.; 10 am to 6 pm
• Wed. & Fri.; 10:00 am to 7:00 pm•  Sat.; 10 am to 5 pm
• Sun.; Noon to 4 pm.
10% discount to club members. (show your club card).

Join IPMS/USA 
Why? The International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA, of 
which Delaware Valley Scale Modelers is a chapter, finances 
the insurance required for our monthly meetings and for model 
contests around the country, and offers a make and take pro-
gram for young modelers. Encourage the enjoyment of model-
ing in all its forms: aircraft, armor, cars, ships, fantasy, figures, 
military or civilian, beginner or advanced, join IPMS/USA! “By 
Modelers, For Modelers”

What do I give? Adult, 1 year: $25. Adult, 2 years: $49. 
Adult, 3 years: $73. Junior (under 18 years), $12. Family, 1 
year: $30 (adult + $5).

What do I get? A membership card with your IPMS number 
that entitles you to enter the IPMS/USA national Contest, plus 
the magazine, IPMS/USA Journal, six issues per year, featuring 
great models and building techniques, kit and book reviews, and 
activities, plus access to members-only content on ipmusa.org.

how? Clip and mail the coupon in the DVSM newsletter or the 
IPMS/USA brochure, see our IPMS contact, Joe Vattilana, at the 
next DVSM meeting, or join online at ipmsusa.org. n


